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Sunday, October 4, is the feast of our patron saint,
Francesco D'Assisi. He was lItalian, you know. Since
Sundays, the Lord's Day, always take precedence over
lesser feasts, we will not be celebrating St. Francis,
except with a commemoration in a collect. But it is
important to know something about the saint we
have chosen for our patron. We know a great deal
about St. Francis, not only from his writings but from
the writings of his followers. We should all know
something about Francis.

One thing that we know is that Francis was dedicated
to the poor and the suffering. It was not always that
way. He was born into the family of a wealthy
merchant and for some time lived the life of the son of
a wealthy merchant. One account describes him as
dissolute. There were a number of things that
eventually caused Francis to turn away from that kind
of life, but during an illness Francis heard a voice that
seemed to say to him, “Serve the Master rather than
the man.” It was this moment in his life that brought
about a radical change. He eventually gave up
everything and began to preach the Good News to
anyone and everyone who would listen. Many who
heard Francis began to follow him and eventually join
him in his work. Francis sought the approbation of
the church which was finally granted at the urging of
a Cardinal of the church who was taken with Francis’
humility and sincerity.

As is often the case in the history of the church as the
order grew there became a need for a rule and
organization. Francis' rule was extremely simple and
consisted mostly in verses from the New Testament.
Later on, the order was divided into provinces, and
while Francis was named the Minister General of the
order, there was movement from within and without
to have more organization and a more precise rule
than what Francis had originally wanted. He acceded
to some of their requests and eventually penned the
rule that is still in existence today.

Regardless of the changes that took place within the
order, Francis never lost his dedication to serving God
with everything he had and encouraging his followers
to do the same. His way of life was modeled on
simplicity and humility, something that all Christians
should take more seriously. His love for the poor and
the sick was unrivaled in his time and perhaps still. He
took the words of the New Testament seriously and
even literally in some cases and he knew much of it by
heart.

There are many other things that are part of the life of
this great saint. He founded an order of nuns (now the
Poor Clares) and received the wounds of the Lord
himself on his body (the stigmata). Francis died as he
lived, as a poor and humble servant of the Lord.

| really don't know why the parish was dedicated to
the honor of St. Francis. That happened before | came
here. But the idea of having a patron saint is for the
parish or organization to take upon itself the
characteristics of the man or woman whose name we
are honored to bear. I'm not saying here t hat we have
to take on the characteristics of the Order of Friars
Minor (the Little Brothers). What | am saying is that
the life of Francis himself could serve as a model for
any Christian in his or her life.

One used to have to look hither and yon to find a copy
of the Lives of the Saints to read about someone like
Francis. Today everyone has the internet. It is
relatively easy to get information on him. | encourage
you to do so.

Vestry

Many of you know that Libby Ibafiez who was elected
to the Vestry in January has left the parish. The Vestry
has asked Bill Palmer to fill that vacancy and he has
accepted. He will join the Vestry at the October
meeting and serve out the three year term.

Fr. Len can be reached at Rector@stfrancisaustin.org




ETHICS IN A PANDEMIC - ABORTED FETAL CELLS AND THE
COVID-19 VACCINE

The world as we know it has been thrown into
confusion during this COVID-19 pandemic. Many of us
are concerned about the unemployment rate, the
economy, and the health of our family and loved ones.
It is unsurprising then that people are increasingly
looking with hope at the potential of a COVID-19
vaccine. However, as much as one can understand
the desire for a swift answer to this global pandemic,
we as the Church need to be aware of the moral and
ethical quandaries brought up in this vaccine-
producing fervor, specifically related to the use of
aborted fetal cells in vaccine research.

The utilization of embryonic and fetal cells from
elective abortions in the pharmaceutical industry,
including in the creation of vaccines, is unfortunately
commonplace, and Christian people have sought an
ethical response. The position of The National
Catholic Bioethics Center (NCBC) is that individuals
should, when possible, use vaccines not developed
with the use of these strains. However, in the case
where the only vaccine available against a particular
disease was developed using fetal cells it states that:
“One is morally free to use the vaccine regardless of its
historical association with abortion. The reason is that
the risk to public health, if one chooses not to
vaccinate, outweighs the legitimate concern about
the origins of the vaccine. This is especially important
for parents, who have a moral obligation to protect
the life and health of their children and those around
Examples of such vaccines are those
protecting against rubella, chickenpox, and hepatitis
A.

them.”

Recently, Life Issues Institute wrote about researchers
James L. Sherley, MD, PhD and David A. Prentice, PhD
who have analyzed the vaccines in question and
provided us with a list of ethical and unethical COVID-
19 vaccines.

Here is a snapshot of the current status of COVID-19
vaccines:

e 115 identified vaccines are in development

e At least 78 of them are actively under way

e Many are only at the laboratory investigation
stage

e They represent numerous biological
strategies being investigated

e locarein registered clinical trials or in an early
pre-clinical trial stage

Much more information is available in the research
paper authored by Drs. Sherley and Prentice. And it is
important to note that of the 16 COVID-19 vaccines
referenced above, five companies such as Janssen
Research and Development have used an abortion-
derived cell line.

Fortunately, it is possible to manufacture a vaccine
that does not make use of aborted fetal cells. For
instance, Sanofi-Pasteur is using its own recombinant
DNA platform to produce its vaccine. They have
created a DNA platform which utilizes insect cells,
specifically the fall armyworm, as its base. The
technology produces an exact genetic match to
proteins found on the surface of the virus, which could
enable the introduction of a vaccine even faster than
one produced traditionally. Debi Vinnedge,
commenting on the Sanofi process, stated: “This is
great news for millions of people world-wide who are
concerned with the use of aborted fetal material in
life-saving treatments or vaccines. There is a
multitude of moral options that are safer and quite

frankly, utilize more modern technology.”

While the vaccines are still in the development and/or
trial stage, life-affirming people should discourage
pharmaceutical companies from utilizing fetal cell
strains and our government from supporting such
development. Although we have been focused
specifically on the COVID-19 vaccine, the ethical
implications of the use of aborted fetal cells are long-
reaching. Each medical benefit or scientific advance
gained through the use of fetal tissue desensitizes the
beneficiaries, scientists, and doctors to the original evil
act that produced these cells. Aborted fetal tissues
used in laboratories are minimized and treated
merely as “human cells,” and the human beings
whose lives were taken to provide those cells become
irrelevant. The greatest concern is that desensitization
will erroneously validate elective abortions, so much
so that they will be perceived in the scientific
community as a societal “good.” Absent careful
oversight, the unborn could become, like fetal tissue
cell lines, merely cells, cultured within the uterus of a

woman to be used for scientific exploration.





















