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November always brings us two days of rather
important commemorations. All Saints Day and
Thanksgiving Day. This year All Saints Day falls
on a Sunday so there will be no special
celebration outside of the regular Sunday
service at 9:30. Usually the Sunday would take
precedence over a feast day but the feast of All
Saints is of such importance as to require
celebration regardless. Why? There are two
principal reasons. The first is to remember that
the seemingly impossible task of living a good or
even great Christian life is not only possible, it
has been accomplished by thousands over the
centuries. Secondly, and perhaps even more
importantly, it is there to spur us on to victory. It
is unlikely that any of us will make it on to the
Church’s liturgical calendar. But this day is for all
those who aren't celebrated individually but are
nonetheless feasting at the Lord’'s banquet table
in the heavenly realms. Nothing is impossible
with God. That includes sainthood for anyone
who attempts to live the life of Christ in this
world.

The second special day this November is a bit
more problematic this year. Over and over again
we hear people say, “It's 2020,” as if some curse
has been put on the whole year. Believe me
when | say that | understand the sentiment.
While | don't think that's true, it may be a
reminder to us of what things may be like when
God removes His almighty hand of protection
from us. It has been difficult for all of us and even
more difficult for some. It has certainly affected
us as a parish with our worship. | am grateful to
those who have continued to come Sunday after
Sunday to worship. It is far easier for me to
celebrate with a congregation than without one.

That also and especially applies to preaching. |
am also grateful to all of you who have kept up
your pledges throughout the scourge. | think
we're doing OK financially. More on that later.

But there are reasons to be grateful. No one from
St. Francis has lost his or her life from the virus.
We have certainly been inconvenienced
because of it. But we have managed to find ways
to work around the inconvenience (at least
liturgically) thanks to some resourcefulness on
the part of Jim and Amy Crandell who found
ways to livestream our services despite not
having any sophisticated equipment. | know
that some have managed to keep up with others
in the parish despite not seeing one another at
church on Sunday. | encourage you to maintain
that practice. We will get through this. Hopefully
we will be wiser and more attuned to God when
we do.

Thereis a third day this November that is of great
importance. November 3 is Election Day. We
have heard much about this being the most
important election of our time. Joe Biden says
it's an election “for the soul of the country.” On
that, and only that, can | agree with him.
Obviously each of us has to make a decision
based on our understanding of what God is
telling us. (Yes, you should ask God how you
should vote). But the choices seem clear to me.
No Christian is free to disregard Christian
principles when making a decision on how to
vote. Living the Christian life means living it in
every aspect of it. There can be no separation of
spiritual and secular for the Christian. God and
His will always come first. This election is not



about personalities. It is about policies. And God
does have something to say about the policies
that are offered in this election.

As is always the case at the end of the year, there
are several things we have to look forward to in
the coming weeks. Operation Christmas Child
will be in full swing by the time you get this, and
we will be adopting a family for Christmas
through Trotter House. Finally, the annual

Pledge Drive runs through December 6. We
need your pledge cards in by that date so that
the Vestry can consider a budget for next year.
There are opportunities everywhere to be
generous. Please be generous where and when
you can.

Fr. Len can be reached at Rector@stfrancisaustin.org
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It's been going on for awhile now. The lines are
drawn. Social media relationships have been
blocked or unfriended. The Sanctity of Life has
unfortunately been a divisive topic for a long
time-way before this election year. But the God
who values life values relationships, too.

How do you keep peace when friends and
relatives are not always on the same page?

Keeping the peace with
friends and relatives.

Here are some easy steps:

1. Pray. Of course, prayer is the first course of
action! Ask God to put a hedge of protection
around the relationships in your sphere of
influence. The evil one who destroys life is
more than happy to destroy the bond
between parents, children, siblings, and
friends.

2. Ask questions. Questions are a powerful
tool. Asking questions conveys a sincere

interest in others, allowing them to “present
their case” first. (Doing so is a helpful strategy
for any difficult situation, by the way.) This
often prompts a less defensive stance. Plus,
when they hear their thoughts out loud it
may actually help them to change their own
minds!

3. Listen to the answers. You've heard St.
Francis of Assissi's famous quote: “O divine
Master, grant that | may not so much seek to
be understood as to understand.” People
want to be heard. When you listen, it means
their opinion matters, even if you don't agree
with it. When anyone feels heard, s/he is
more likely to listen with an open-mind.

4. Respond in a kind manner. When it is your
turn to talk, do so with compassion. “Let your
speech always be gracious, seasoned with
salt, so that you may know how you ought to
answer each person” as Paul encouraged the
Colosssians.

Want more ideas? The book Love Unleashes Life,
written by Stephanie Gray, is the go-to resource
to help you reach people’s minds and hearts on
the controversial topic of abortion. Through the
use of sample dialogues and proven strategies,
Stephanie equips you with the confidence to
truly communicate the truth-in love.

Love Unleashes Life is available on Amazon.

https://anglicansforlife.org/2020/09/25/qgod-
who-values-life-values-relationships/




DIOCESAN NEWS

A call for

Prayer and Fasting

Election Day - Tuesday, Nov. 3

To the faithful people of the Diocese of Fort Worth,

Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 3, is fast approaching. While | certainly encourage
you to exercise your right to vote, | would like to ask you to consider doing
something just as important.

| am calling for a day of Prayer and Fasting on Election Day. With political
discord in many levels of our common life, with the experience of injustice by
some and economic hardship by many, with civil unrest and violence in our
cities, and with brutal rhetoric by both the media and politicians, we as
Christians have a special responsibility to our nation.

Let us use this day to repent of where we have failed to sow love, justice, and
peace to our neighbors. Let us fast and pray that God would quell viclence and
bring unity and prosperity to our nation. Let us pray for our leaders for them to
have godly wisdom as they lead our nation, our states, and our communities.
Let us pray for an end to the pandemic and for the safety of our first responders
and hospital teams. Finally, let us pray for a national revival that many of our
friends and neighbors would come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ and
turn to Him as the Lord of their lives.

God bless each you and please pray that God would bless our nation.
+//2,. 272l

Important dates for Texas voters:

Oct. 5 - Last day to register to vote

Oct. 13-30 - Early voting period

Oct. 23 - Last day to reguest a mail-in ballot

Mov. 3 — Election Day, polls open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Last day to return in mail-in ballot by hand

Mov. 4 — Last day for mail-in ballot to arrive by mail

More: votetexas gov

. A CLAY SHOOT
FUNDRAISER benefiting
Camp Crucis is being
organized for Friday, Nov.
13, at Alpine Shooting
Range in Fort Worth. The
tournament will be
organized in teams of
four; registration fees are
$150-$200 per person.
Drawing tickets are also
available. A PDF flyer with
details is attached. A
registration form is here.
. The Diocesan
Convention is scheduled
for Nov. 14.with the theme
of "The Lord is my
strength." According to
the website, delegates
and clergy will meet by
deanery at designated
locations. All business will
be completed in 3 hours.
Frank Hunt is our lay
delegate and Fr. Len is our
clergy delegate. Updates
are posted here.












